BYLAWS OF THE ALABAMA-MISSISSIPPI SECTION





OF THE





AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AERONAUTICS AND ASTRONAUTICS, INC.











Article I





Name and Territory





  The name of this organization shall be the Alabama-Mississippi Section of


the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.  The territory of


this Section shall be the State of Alabama and the following counties in the 


State of Mississippi:  Alcorn, Benton, Chickasaw, Clay, DeSoto, Forrest, Hinds, 


Itawamba, Jackson, Lafayette, Lauderdale, Lee, Lowndes, Marshall, Monroe, 


Oktibbeha, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Rankin, Tate, Tippah, Tishomingo, Union, and


Warren.





Article II





Objective





  The objective of this organization is to further within its territory the 


purposes and programs of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-


nautics, Inc., that is, to advance the arts, sciences, and technology of aero-


nautics and astronautics.  The Section shall encourage original research, 


foster the disseminiation of new knowledge, further the professional 


development of those engaged in scientific and engineering activities, 


improve public understanding of the profession and its contributions, foster


education in engineering and science, promote communication among


engineers and scientists and with other professional groups, and stimulate


outstanding professional accomplishments.





Article III





Membership





  The membership of the Section shall consist of Members of the Institute of


all grades who live or work within the Section's territory.  The administrative


test as to such membership shall be the mailing address of the Member. 


Additional members may be assigned to the Section by the Institute or by their


own request.  Corporate and Students Members shall not have the voting


privilege.
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Article IV





Officers





1.  The officers of the Section shall consist of a Chairperson, a Vice Chair-


person, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as from time 


to time shall be appointed by the Board of Directors.  The officers shall 


take office in May.  The Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, or Treasurer, 


if he/she has served a full term, is not eligible to succeed himself/herself.





2.  The Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be


elected as prescribed in Article VI for terms of one year and shall


continue in office until their successors qualify and take office.  


Appointed officers shall be subject to removal at any time, with or


without cause, by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.





3.  The Section Chairperson shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the


Section.  He/she shall be a member of the Board of Directors and all


committees except the Nominating Committee.  He/she shall preside at


all meetings and functions of the Board of Directors and of the


Section and represent the Section in dealing with outside agencies making


all committee appointments except the Nominating Committee, and


transacting all business of the Section as directed by it or by its Board of


Directors and in accordance with these Bylaws.  He/she shall make


an annual report in May to the Executive Secretary of the American


Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc., the Vice-President-


Section Affairs, and the Regional Director.





4.  The Section Vice Chairperson shall be a member of the Board of Directors


and shall act in place of the Section Chairperson in any case of the 


Chairperson's failure or inability to act.  He/she shall transact, at the


direction of the Section Chairperson, any business which could


be within the power of the Chairperson to transact.





5.  The Section Secretary, under the direction of the Board of Directors,


shall maintain minutes of all Section and Board meetings and shall be


custodian of all Section records not specifically assigned to others.  


He/she shall conduct the correspondence of the Section and the Board,


send out all notices of the meetings, and shall keep a full and correct


list of the membership and addresses of the members.  He/she shall


submit a copy of the minutes of all meeting of the Section to the Executive


Secretary of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics,


Inc., the Vice President-Section Affairs, and the Regional Director.





6.  The Section Treasurer shall he a member of the Board of Directors and shall


have charge of the funds of the Section and shall make all required 


financial reports and such expenditures as may be authorized by the


Section or by the Board, or by the Bylaws of the American Institute of 


Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.
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Article V





Board of Directors





1.  The Board of Directors shall consist of six elected Directors plus one


Supernumerary Director who shall reside 75 or more miles from


Huntsville but within the territory of the Section as defined in


Article 1.  The Section Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer,


Secretary, and Chairpersons for the previous two years shall be


ex-officio voting members.  The Board of Directors shall have 


general supervision of the work of the Section.





2.  In May, three new Directors shall be elected as prescribed in


Article VI for terms of two years, and shall continue in office until


their successors qualify and take office.  A Supernumerary Direct-


or shall he nominated in May of even numbered years and confirmed


by the current Board.  Directors shall be limited to two consecutive


two-year terms.





3.  Each Director shall be assigned a specific area of responsibility, as


defined in the Policy Manual, and shall have an Associate Director 


appointed by the Section's Board of Directors.





4.  For conduct prejudicial to the objectives, activities, or property


of the Section, any voting member of the Board of Directors may 


be removed from office by two-thirds vote of those present in


any annual or special meeting of the Section, after notice of the 


charges against him/her, and of the time and place of the 


meeting in which the charges are to be presented and after 


opportunity for the member to be heard in his/her defense.  Officers


or members of the Board of Directors can also be removed from


their position by a unanimous vote of the remaining board 


members.





Article VI





Elections and Vacancies





1.  The Section Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary, 


and three Directors shall be elected annually.





2.  The Board of Directors shall appoint a Nominating Committee not 


later than March 1.  Such committee will consist of five members 


of the Section, of whom two shall be members of the Board of 


Directors. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate which 


must be submitted to the Secretary by March 15.  This slate shall 


consist of one nominee for Section Chairperson. Vice Chairperson, 


Treasurer, Secretary, and two for each Board of Directors vacancy.  


All nominees shall be members of this section.
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3. The Secretary shall send to the membership of the Section a list the 


nominees within ten days of receipt of their names from the


Nominating Committee.  Additional nominations may be


made by written petition to the Secretary, stating the name of the 


nominee and the office for which he/she is being nominated,


which petition shall be signed by at least five voting members. 


The petition must include a statement that the nominee has been 


contacted by the nominating members and has expressed his/her


willingness to serve.  Nomination by petition shall be received by the


Secretary for fifteen days after the date on which the notification


was mailed to the members.  The date of closing of the petition


nominations shall be indicated on the original notification that it


is mailed to the Members.





4.  The Section Chairperson shall appoint a Tellers Committee to count


ballots and shall inform the Secretary of the names of the


Committee Members at least thirty days before the election date.





5.  The Secretary shall mail ballots to all members of the Section before 


April 15.  The ballots shall be marked with the closing date for


balloting, which date shall be not less than twenty days after the


date of mailing of the ballot.  The election shall be secret and the


return envelopes shall be arranged to preserve secrecy.  These ballots 


shall be marked by the Members and returned to the Secretary,


marked for the attention of the Tellers Committee.  The Secretary 


shall deliver to the Tellers Committee all of the ballots received. 


The Tellers Committee shall verify the validity of the ballots, count the


valid ballots, and certify to the Secretary the names of the Officers and


Directors elected.  The roster used for validating ballots shall be the 


complete list of the Members of the Section, effective on the date of 


mailing of the ballots.





6.  A vacancy in the office of Section Chairperson shall be filled by


the succession of the Vice Chairperson.





7.  A vacancy on the Board of Directors for any office except that of


Section Chairperson shall be filled by appointment by the Board of 


Directors.  Appointments shall be in effect for the unexpired term 


of the vacancy being filled.





8.  In filling vacancies on the Board of Directors, a Nominating 


Committee shall be appointed by the Chairperson at the first


Board of Directors Meeting following notification of the vacancy. 


The nominating committee shall consist of at least three mem-


bers, of whom at least one shall not be a current member of the


Board of Directors.  The nominating committee shall submit the


names of nominees for each vacancy at the next scheduled


meeting of the Board of Directors.  Each person whose name is


submitted by the nominating committee or who is nominated 


from the floor shall have previously agreed to serve if elected.
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Article VII





Meetings, Procedures, and Quorums





1.  At least four regular meetings of the Section membership shall be held


each year at such hour and place as the Board of Directors may decide.





2.  Special meetings of the Section may be called by the Section Chairperson


or the Board of Directors or upon the written request of at least five


percent of the members up to two hundred members, but not less than 


ten members, and the entire membership must be notified of 


the date and the place of such meeting.





3.  The Annual meeting shall be held in May and shall be for the purpose 


of announcing the officers and directors elected for the next year, 


receiving reports of the officers and committees, and any other 


business that may arise.





4.  The Board of Directors shall hold at least eight meetings per year.  


Meetings may be called by the Section Chairperson or upon the 


written request of three members of the Board.





5.  The Secretary of the Section shall forward within ten days to the


Executive Secretary of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 


Astronautics, Inc., a report of each regular meeting held.





6.  The rules contained in Roberts’' Rules of Order Revised shall govern 


this Section in all casts to which they are applicable and in which they are


not inconsistent with these Bylaws or with the Constitution or Bylaws


of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.





7.  Fifteen members, or five percent of the membership of the Section up to


two hundred Members, whichever is greater, shall constitute a quorum 


at any meeting of the Section.





8.  Fifty percent of its voting members shall constitute a quorum at any


meeting of the Board of Directors.  For purposes of defining a quorum, the


Supernumerary Director shall not be included.  In the absence of their


respective Directors, Associate Directors shall be allowed to vote and


shall be counted for purposes of constituting a quorum.





9.  In any matter to be decided by letter ballot, including elections of 


officers, a quorum shall consist of the number of valid votes cast.





10. The Section shall create and maintain a Section Policy Manual which 


shall contain policies, procedures, organizational information and


operating plans for the Section.  The Section Policy Manual shall be in 


accordance with the Bylaws of the Section, and shall neither supersede nor


conflict with the Bylaws.  The Policy Manual may be updated, if required, 


each year by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.


�
Article VIII





Financial Affairs





1.  The fiscal year shall be from October 1 to September 30.





2.  The dues shall be fixed by the Bylaws of the American Institute of 


Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc., and shall be paid to said Institute.  This


Section shall neither charge nor collect dues or assessments; but the


Section may accept incidental voluntary contributions for social and


technical activities.





3.  The Section shall submit an annual budget for the ensuing fiscal year to


the Board of Directors of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 


Astronautics, Inc., or its designated officers on or before the first day of 


September of each year.  During October of each fiscal year the Section


shall forward to the Executive Secretary of the American Institute of 


Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc., a financial report for the fiscal year.





4.  The Section shall be responsible for its own contracts, debts, and other


obligations and undertakings unless the American Institute of Aeronautics


and Astronautics, Inc., by duly constituted action of its Board, agrees to


undertake or assume responsibility therefore prior to the time the action is 


taken or the obligation is incurred.  The Section shall open and maintain a


bank account in a reliable banking or other financial institution for the


disbursement of expenses incident to its organizational purposes and 


functions, and may employ, discharge, and compensate from its own funds 


such personnel, but only such personnel, as are required for proper 


maintenance of its organization and the performance of its functions in


accordance with its Bylaws and the Constitution and Bylaws of the


American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.





5.  The Section shall have no indebtedness and shall not enter into any 


contract or understanding, assume any obligations, or make any


expenditures, the effect of which would be to create, at any time, a Section


obligation the total amount of which exceeds unobligated funds on hand by


three hundred dollars ($300.00).





6.  The Section and the Officers and Board of Directors therof shall not be


liable or otherwise responsible for the actions of or obligations incurred


by, any individual member or group of members of the Section except


insofar as such actions or obligations are the responsibility of the Section


under these Bylaws.





7.  All funds raised in behalf of AIAA must be turned over to the Treasurer 


before disbursement.  Funds raised for a special purpose (e.g. for the


student conference) shall be used for that purpose.  All other funds must


first be allocated by a vote of the Board of Directors.





8.  All checks over $200.00 must be signed by the Treasurer and either the 


Chairperson, or in his/her absence by the Vice-Chairperson.
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Article IX





Committees





1.  The Section Chairperson, in consultation with the Board of Directors, shall


appoint committees under the general cognizance of Directors and under


the leadership of their respective Associate Directors.  Current committees


and their functions shall be defined in the Policy Manual.  Members of 


committees shall be appointed to serve a maximum of three years, such 


appointments being subject to reaffirmation by each incoming Board of


Directors.





2. The Section Chairperson shall appoint a representative to the Regional


Advisory Committee.





Article X





Limitations and Restrictions





  These Bylaws and any amendments thereto made pursuant to Article XI


hereof are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors of the American


Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.





Article XI 





Amendments





  Amendments to these Bylaws may be made by a majority affirmative vote of 


those voting, the vote to be by letter ballot.  An amendment nay be proposed by


the Board of Directors or by petition to the Secretary with the approval of at 


least five percent of the membership up to two hundred members, but not less


than ten members.  A proposed amendment shall be mailed to all Members of 


the Section with a ballot.  This ballot shall be returned to the Secretary within


twenty-five days.  The Secretary and two tellers, appointed by the Board, shall


validate the ballots, count the valid ballots and certify the results to the Section


Board of Directors.  When the approval of the Board of Directors of the Amer-


icanInstitute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc., is received, the member-


ship will he notified.  No amendment which is inconsistent with the Constitu-


tion, Bylaws, or Certificate of Consolidation of the American Institute of


Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc., shall be submitted to vote.
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Article XII





Awards





1.  The Hermann Oberth Award for outstanding individual scientific


achievement in the field of astronautics or for the promotion and


advancement of the aeronautical sciences, will be presented each year,


provided a qualified recipient can be named.  Recommendation of the


recipient will be made by the Awards Committee, subject to the approval


of the Board of Directors.  Only present or past mebers of the Section are


eligible for the award.  The award will be in the form of a framed


certicate and will be properly authenticated by the Chairperson and the


Secretary.





2.  The Martin Schilling Award, for outstanding service to the Section, 


will be presented annually, provided a qualified recipient can be


named.  Recommendation of the recipient will be made by the Awards 


Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.  Only


present or past members of the Section are eligible for the award.  The


award will be made on the basis of outstanding service to the Alabama-


Mississippi Section, such as major contributions to its growth, technical 


programs, or administrative functions.  The award will he in the form of a 


framed certificate and will be properly authenticated by the Chairperson 


and the Secretary.





3.  The Holger N. Toftoy Award, for outstanding technical management in the 


fields of aeronautics and astronautics, will be presented each year, 


provided a qualified recipient can be named.  Recommendation of the 


recipient will be made by the Awards Committee, subject to the approval 


of the Board of Directors.  Only present or past members of the Section are 


eligible for the award.  The award will be in the form of a framed 


certicate and will be properly authenticated by the Chairperson and the 


Secretary.





4.  Only one individual will be chosen each year for the Hermann Oberth, 


Martin Schilling , and Holger N. Toftoy Awards.  A single individual may 


receive each of the awards only once.  Each award will be accompanied by


a letter, a copy of which will be placed in the permanent Section files.





5.  The Chairperson's Traveling Plaque will contain the names of all the past


Chairpersons of the Section.  The current Chairperson will retain the


plaque.  When his/her term of office is completed, he/she is charged with


with the responsibility for having the plaque engraved with the incoming 


Chairperson's name, and for awarding the plaque to the incoming Chair-


person at the time of installation of officers.
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